Finding and Keeping Affordable Housing
tips and strategies for low-income renters

Finding Housing
Things to think about:

Do you want or need to live alone? Do you function better
with a roommate, in group living, with a case-manager on-
site? Do you need alcohol and drug-free housing?

What are your priorities? Is cost more important? Do you
have special needs, such as accessibility ramps or close in
parking, wide doors, lower sinks? Do you need to

be close to a school, your job, your place of worship, bus
lines, child care?

Do you have a housing search plan? Make a list with the
contact person, phone number and address of all the
possible places you're interested in. Leave lots of room to
make notes about the things that matter to you, like

neighborhood, schools, bus lines, safety, grocery stores, etc.

Is there a waiting list? Put your name on as many as you
can. Keep track of your application. Call the manager
periodically to see where you are on the list. If your contact
information changes while you are still on the waiting list, be
sure to give the manager that new information. Putting your
name on a waiting list does not require you to accept an
offer of housing.

Tell everyone you know that you are looking for a place to
live.

Ask your friends about their places. Are there any
vacancies? Would they recommend living there?

Places to look:

General Resources

Bulletin boards:
Libraries, colleges, neighborhood cafes, grocery stores,
bookstores, laundromats and other local businesses

Web sites:

Community Non-Profit Resource Group Classifieds

(you must join cnrg® listserv to receive the classifieds)
http://www.cnrg-portland.org

Craig’s List

http://www.portland.craigslist.org

Housing Connections

http://www.housingconnections.org

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
http://www.hud.gov/local/index.cfm?state=or&topic=renting

Shared Housin

If you like living with roommates, getting a big place and
splitting costs is more affordable. There tend to be more
options for adults without kids, but not exclusively.

There is also an organization in Portland called Shared
Housing that may be able to help you locate low-cost
housing or housing in exchange for work.

Shared Housing is a matching service, bringing people
looking for housing together with people who have an extra
room and need help with rent, or household chores, or a
combination of the two.

Shared Housing does short interviews with their
participants, looking at what they can provide in terms of rent
and/or services such as cleaning, yard work, personal care,
etc., as well as housing preferences such as location, pets
and smoking.

They match home seekers with potential home providers
and give participants the names and phone numbers of
matches immediately after the interview. It is up to the
participants to contact each other and work out a mutually
beneficial shared housing agreement.

Participants must have no record of violent or serious
property crime, and must certify that they do not abuse drugs
or alcohol.

Affordable Housing
Housing rented at below market value

Housing Authority of Portland (HAP)
(public, non-profit housing)

HAP offers subsidized and affordable housing to low-income
people. Subsidized housing is housing for which renters pay
one-third of their income for rent, and the federal
government pays the rest.

HAP administers the Section 8 Housing Self Sufficiency
Voucher Program which provides rental subsidies for
qualified low-income households, people with disabilities, or
seniors. The Section 8 program offers renters an
opportunity to find a house or apartment to rent in the private
market and negotiate a lease directly with the owner.
Renters are given a coupon called a Section 8 Voucher
which they can use to shop around to private landlords.
Landlords can refuse to accept this coupon.

To be eligible for Section 8 assistance applicants must be
US citizens or eligible non-citizens and be income eligible.
There are income limits for people to qualify for Section 8.

A family of one is eligible if the gross pre-tax annual income
is $20,000 or less. A family of 6 is eligible if the gross pre-
tax annual income is less than $33,200.

Eligible applicants are put in a waiting list pool. Names are
selected at random from the pool when assistance becomes
available. The waiting list is open for one week once a year
and closes quickly. Call the Section 8 Hotline for more
details: 503-802-8472

If you live outside of Portland, call the Oregon regional field
office for the Housing Authority nearest you: (503) 326-2561

Community Development Corporations (CDCs)
(private, non-profit housing)

CDC housing is generally more affordable than housing
owned by private, for-profit landlords. CDCs offer their
services to medium- and low-income people. Some offer
apartments, some offer houses, and some offer both for rent
at below market rates.

There is often a waiting list and waiting lists vary in length.
But don’t be put off by a waiting list. Put your name on as
many as you can, keep track of your application, call the
manager periodically to see where you are on the list, and

be sure to tell the manager if you change your contact
information while you are still on the waiting list. Putting your
name on a waiting list does not require you to accept an
offer of housing.

Although there are no guarantees, CDCs may be more
open to some screening barriers (criminal history, bad credit,
eviction) than private market, for-profit landlords.

For information on CDCs outside of Portland call:
503-223-4041

Albina CDC

(serving N & NE Portland)
3987 N Mississippi
Portland, OR 97227
503-335-0947

Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare

(serving people with mental health and substance abuse
needs)

P.O. Box 8459

Portland, OR 97207

503-674-7777

Catholic Charities
231 SE 12th Avenue
Portland, OR 97214
503-231-4866



Central City Concern (CCC)
232 NW 6th Ave.

Portland, OR 97209
503-294-1681

Community Partners for Affordable Housing (CPAH)
(serving Tigard, Tualatin and SW Portland)

P.O. Box 23206

Tigard, OR 97281

503-968-2724

Downtown Community Housing, Inc. (DCHI)
7720 SW Macadam #20

Portland, OR 97219

503-244-3435

Hacienda CDC

6856 NE Killingsworth
Portland, OR 97218
503-595-2111

Human Solutions, Inc.

(serving Outer Southeast Portland & East Multhomah
County)

2900 SE 122nd Ave.

Portland, OR 97236

503-988-5200

Innovative Housing, Inc. (IHI)

(also serves formerly homeless families, seniors, victims
of domestic violence, and people living with HIV/AIDS)
1214 SW Washington

Portland, OR 97205

503-226-4368

Jubilee Communities
738 E. Burnside
Portland, OR 97214
503-282-3550

Low Income Housing for Native Americans
of Portland, Oregon (LIHNAPO)

PO Box 17270

Portland OR 97203

503-283-4015

Northwest Housing Alternatives, Inc. (NHA)
2316 SE Willard

Milwaukie, OR 97222

503-654-1007

Peninsula Community Development Corporation
(serving N Portland)

9025 N Dana

Portland, OR 97203

503-283-1096

Portland Community Reinvestment Initiatives, Inc.
(PCRI)

4829 NE MLK Jr. Blvd.

Portland, OR 97211

503-288-2923

REACH CDI

(serving inner SE Portland)
1135 SE Salmon

Portland, OR 97214
503-231-0682

ROSE CDC

(serving outer SE Portland)
5215 SE Duke St.
Portland, OR 97206
503-788-8052

Sabin Community Development Corporation
(serving N & NE Portland)

1488 NE Alberta

Portland, OR 97211

503-287-3496

Keeping Housing

Things to keep in mind:

Read and understand your rental agreement. Keepitina
safe place where you can find it easily.

Be the best tenant you can possibly be. Pay your rent on
time. Respect your neighbors. Be a clean and quiet tenant.
Know and understand your rights as a tenant. Communicate
respectfully with your landlord and resident manager.

If you think you might be short on rent, talk to your landlord
about it. Will the landlord accept partial rent or a payment
plan? If so, get it in writing (or bring witnesses if the landlord
won't write it down).

Keep documentation on everything related to your tenancy.
Ask for repairs in writing and keep a copy for your files!
Be sure to save all your receipts for any rent paid!

And call the RentersCRights Hotline if you®e got any
guestions! 503-288-0130
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Community Alliance of Tenants
2710 NE 14" Ave
Portland, Oregon 97212
503-460-9702
www.oregoncat.org

Renters’ Rights Hotline
503-288-0130



